same form inverted being used for the
bases. In the liwan, the most attractive
feature is the mihrab which is decorated
with inscriptions in kufic combined with
arabesques and floral patterns. Above and
in front of the mihrab is the dome which
is carried on three arches and the wall of
the mihrab. The change from the square
substructure to the octagon of the drum is
accomplished by means of high pointed-
niche-pendentives similar to those of Al-
Azhar and Al-Hakim. The octagonal drum
is elongated to provide enough space for
eight windows. The whole structure is
crowned by a stilted dome, which in my
opinion, is rather an ungainly shape. The
top of the square substructure and the
spendrills of the arches are decorated
with calligraphic inscriptions and other
ornamentations in plaster work. The dome
and the simple minaret are made of thin
bricks. The lower portion of the minaret
is square, while its two upper stories are
octagonal and on top of them rests a stil-
ted dome, a smaller edition of the dome
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